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therefore we cannot tell whether or not they were influenced
by the decrees of the General Council. In Ireland two sets
of constitutions have come down to us, the first issued by
the Bishop of Meath in 1216 J and the second by the
Archbishop of Dublin about the year 1217.* Curiously
enough, although the Bishop of Meath sat in the Council
of 1215, his constitutions do not embody any of its canons.
The Council of Dublin, on the other hand, was the first
Council held in the British Isles for the purpose of re-
issuing some of the Lateran Decrees. The Archbishop of
Dublin, Henry of London, who had been present at the
Council, was made papal legate in Ireland by the Pope in
I2I7,3 and the synod of Dublin was possibly his first official
action in his new position.
The connexion between the bishops who were present
at the Lateran Council and the subsequent issuing of
diocesan constitutions, may also be examined from its
negative aspect, for there appears to be no evidence, with
one possible exception, that bishops in dioceses unrepre-
sented at the Lateran Council possessed copies of the
canons. Constitutions were published by bishops in the
diocese of London between 1229 and I24I,4 of Sodor in
I239>5 °f Chichester between 1244 and I25'6,6 of Norwich
in I2C5 and I257,7 of Bath and Wells between 1248 and
1264, and of Winchester between 1222 and I229.9 The
constitutions of M. Richard Wych, Bishop of Chichester,
show very distinctly the influence of Poore, who had
been Bishop of Chichester 1215-17, of the Council of
Oxford 1222, and of the Legatine Council of London 1237,
and they embody many decrees of the Lateran Council by
name, but there is no reason to suppose that Richard was
using the decrees as an original authority. The constitu-
tions of the diocese of London will be discussed hereafter,
but again there is no evidence to show that the author
possessed a copy of the Lateran Decrees; on the contrary
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